
Planning and Zoning Commission 

Regular Meeting 

September 8, 2020 

The Webster County Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) met in session on the above date 

with the following members present: Jon Anderson, Margo Knipple, Gary Nelson, Berna Tucker 

and Daniel Doster. Absent: None 

Also present: Jeffrey Johnson, Webster County Planning and Zoning Administrator. Morgan and 

Jonathan Fitzgerald; Rodewald Family Farms LLC.  

The meeting agenda was advertised in the Fort Dodge Messenger, the Gowrie News and the 

Dayton Leader prior to the meeting date and time.  

Moved by Nelson seconded by Knipple to approve June 9, 2020 Meeting Minutes. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

Old Business: None. Knipple publicly thanked former Commission members Kent Eimers and 

Arlyn Goraczkowski for their service on the Planning and Zoning Commission, and wanted to 

make it publicly known that their departure was purely based on recent legislation changes 

requiring Commission members to reside in the unincorporated areas of Webster County.  

New Business: 

1. Item A of the Agenda: Public Hearing to discuss Rodewald Family Farms LLC – 

Amendment to the Official Zoning Atlas (Rezoning) from A-1 (Agricultural Preservation) 

to A-2 (Transitional Agricultural) Zoning District for +/- 40 acres of land located at the 

northeast corner of Hayes Avenue and 220th Street.  

a. Knipple had questions about the process of changing the zoning from A-1 to A-2 

prior to completing a Homestead Density Exemption. Knipple expressed concerns 

of the Homestead Density Exemption not passing. Mr. Johnson assured that there 

won’t be an issue after he reviewed the criteria.  

b. Knipple asked Mr. and Mrs. Fitzgerald, how much land would be sectioned out 

after the rezoning. Mrs. Fitzgerald suggested five (5) acres, but also said they can 

do more or less pending on what is needed.  

c. Knipple expressed concerns that the Homestead Density Exemption was not 

designed for this type of situation, that it was originally designed because realtors 

were unable to sell smaller and/or vacant properties. Also it was designed to show 

that properties were at one point a homestead based on the tree lines, an existing 

well etc. Knipples reasoning for concern, board awareness and wanting to follow 

the process correctly is because with this situation and its passing, can then be done 

again and anywhere and can circumvent subdivision rules.  

d. Knipple suggested looking at the situation as R-1 (Rural Residential District). Mr. 

Johnson suggested A-2 would be more appropriate based on surrounding zonings. 



e. Anderson mentioned the qualities of this property, that it one should have not been 

A-1 and should have been A-2, but also the flood plain would limit the number of 

pieces that can be sectioned off. 

 

Motioned by Doster seconded by Nelson to approved Item A of the Agenda. Rollcall vote: Aye: 

Anderson, Doster, Knipple, Nelson, and Tucker. Nay: None. Abstain: None. Absent: None  

 

2. Chairman Anderson wanted to address an item that was not on the agenda with the 

Commission. Building Permit No. 2020-029 at 2137 270th Street, Otho IA, for a detached 

garage. Chairman Anderson showed concern that the permit was issued incorrectly and 

against code because the structure was being built in front of the main structure. Mr. 

Johnson stated that the building did not violate the code because the property is zoned A-

1 and the code only applies to properties zoned R-1 or R-2. Mr. Johnson stated that he 

would be willing to make adjustments to the code if that is what the Commission wanted. 

No motion was taken or needed at this time.  

Moved by Knipple, seconded by Tucker to Adjourn. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

    

s/Jon Anderson, Chairperson    Date: 1/26/2021   

  

    

s/Jeff Johnson, Planning & Zoning Administrator Date: 1/26/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


